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Lake Mungo: recommended resources 

Overviews of Lake Mungo and its archaeology 

Stern, N. 2014. Mungo. In C. Smith (ed.), Encyclopaedia of Global Archaeology. Springer. 
(print & online) 

Fox, A. 1997. Mungo National Park. NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 

Johnston, H. and P. Clark 1998. Willandra Lakes Archaeological Investigations 1968-98. 
Archaeology in Oceania 33 (3), 105-119. 

Flood, J., 2004. Chapter Three: Life and Death at Lake Mungo. In Archaeology of the 
Dreamtime: The Story of Prehistoric Australia and its People, Revised edition. J.B. 
Publishing, Marleston, SA. Pp.39-55. [Note: that recent research has superseded some 
aspects of this account] 

Selected publications from recent research 

Bowler, J.M., Gillespie, R., Johnston, H., Boljkovac, K., 2012. Wind v water: Glacial maximum 
records from the Willandra Lakes. In S.G. Haberle & B. David (eds), Peopled Landscapes: 
Archaeological and Biogeographic Approaches to Landscapes. Terra Australis 34. 
Australian National University, Canberra. Pp. 271-296. Free download from 
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/series/terra-australis/peopled-landscapes-terra-
australis-34 

Stern, N., Tumney, J., Fitzsimmons, K. and P. Kajewski 2013. Strategies for investigating 
human responses to changes in environment at Lake Mungo in the Willandra Lakes, 
southeast Australia. In D. Frankel, J. Webb and S. Lawrence (eds), Archaeology in 
Technology and Environment. Routledge, London. Pp.31-50. 

Stern, N. 2015. The Archaeology of the Willandra: Its empirical structure and narrative 
potential. In A. McGrath and M.A. Jebb (eds), Long History, Deep Time: Deepening 
Histories of Place. ANU Press, Acton, A.C.T. Pp.221–241. 

Fitzsimmons, K.E., Stern, N., Murray-Wallace, C.V., Truscott, W. and C. Pop 2015. The 
Mungo mega-lake event, semi-arid Australia: non-linear descent into the Last Ice Age, 
implications for human behaviour. PloS one 10 (6), e0127008. Open source from 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0127008 

Fullagar, R., Hayes, E., Stephenson, B., Field, J., Matheson, C., Stern, N. and K. Fitzsimmons  
2015. Evidence for Pleistocene seed grinding at Lake Mungo, south-eastern Australia. 
Archaeology in Oceania 50 (3), 3–19. https://doi.org/10.1002/arco.5053 

Weston, E., Szabó, K. and N. Stern 2017. Pleistocene shell tools from Lake Mungo lunette, 
Australia: Identification and interpretation drawing on experimental archaeology. 
Quaternary International 427, 229–242. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2015.11.048 

Webb, S., Cupper, M.L. and R. Robins 2006. Pleistocene human footprints from the 
Willandra Lakes, southeastern Australia. Journal of Human Evolution 50, 405–413. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhevol.2005.10.002 
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Digital resources 

Bowler, J. M. 2002. Lake Mungo: Window to Australia’s Past. CD-ROM.  
Available to order online with curriculum resources prepared by Jim and Jenny Bowler: 
http://mungoexplorer.fitzroy.it 

Mungo National Park research: http://www.visitmungo.com.au/research  

Willandra Lakes Region World Heritage Area website: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/places/world/willandra 

National Museum of Australia curriculum resources: 
http://www.nma.gov.au/kspace/teachers/mungo 

Mungo Youth Project, includes study topics, teaching and learning resources: 
http://www.mungoyouthproject.com.au/learning-teaching 

Australian Quaternary Association (AQUA): notes from a 2014 conference field trip: 
http://aqua.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/AQUA2014_MungoGuide1.pdf 

Documentaries available to stream online through ABC iview:  
First Footprints – episodes 1 and 2: http://www.abc.net.au/tv/programs/first-footprints/ 
Accompanying study guide by Cheryl Jakab: 
http://www.metromagazine.com.au/studyguides/emailissue.asp?id=1037 

Australia: The Time Traveller’s Guide 
http://www.abc.net.au/tv/timetravellers/#/The_Quaternary 

ABC documentary on the return of Mungo Man and other ancestral remains: 
http://www.abc.net.au/austory/long-journey-home/9424588 

Documentary available to stream online through SBS on demand:  
Message from Mungo 
https://www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/video/498456643653/message-from-mungo 
Or order from: https://www.roninfilms.com.au/feature/9901/message-from-mungo.html 

 


