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Usurper	|	Ambitious	|	Unscrupulous	

“Instead of surrendering her regency as soon as Thutmosis III reached
his majority, Hatshepsut usurped the titles of a sovereign ruler of
Egypt... In order to justify her usurpation, the ancient dogma of the
divine origin of the king was produced and applied to her own birth.”
G.	Steindorff	&	K.	Seele,When	Egypt	Ruled	the	East	(Chicago,	2nd Edition,	1957),	40-41.

Hatshepsut springing into action following the death of Thutmosis II: “it
was not long … before this vain, ambitious, and unscrupulous woman
showed herself in her true colours.”

W.	Hayes,	The	Scepter	of	Egypt,	(Cambridge	Mass.,	1953),	I,	82.

“He [Senenmut] cannot, under such circumstances, escape the
imputation of a share in the devious politics of his mistress.”

H.E.	Winlock,	Excavations	at	Deir el-Bahari,	1911-1931	(New	York,		1942),	147.



Usurper	|	Ambitious	|	Unscrupulous	

“It must have been very much against his will that the energetic young
Thutmose III watched from the sidelines the high handed rule of the
“pharaoh” Hatshepsut… and now the king wreaked with fury his
vengeance on the departed ones who in life had thwarted his
ambitions.”

G.	Steindorff	&	K.	Seele,When	Egypt	Ruled	the	East	(Chicago,	2nd Edition,	1957),	46.

“Her end came abruptly, after she had been “king: for seventeen
years…the evidence of the vindictive fury of Thut-mose III is clear.”

J.A.	Wilson, The	Burden	of	Egypt	(Chicago,	1951),	174.



“The reigns of Hatshepsut and of Thutmosis III contrast strongly in the
activities of the state. She records no military campaigns or conquests;
he became the great conqueror and organizer of empire. Her pride was
in the internal development of Egypt and in commercial enterprise; his
pride was in the external expansion of Egypt and in military enterprise.”

J.A.	Wilson, The	Burden	of	Egypt	(Chicago,	1951),	174.

“The reign of Hatshepsut had been barren of any military enterprise
except for an unimportant raid into Nubia … It is not to be imagined
that even a woman of the most virile character could have attained
such power without masculine support.”

Gardiner, Egypt	of	the	Pharaohs	(Oxford,	1962),	189.

.

Passive	|	Influenced	|	Beautiful



Passive	|	Influenced	|	Beautiful

“The person chiefly responsible for
Hatshepsut’s success was apparently her Chief
Steward Sen-ne-mut, a canny politician and
brilliant administrator… As confidant of the
female pharaoh and guardian of her daughter
he was evidently on the most intimate terms…”
W.	Hayes,	The	Scepter	of	Egypt,	(Cambridge	Mass.,	1959),	

II,	106.

“She was beautiful, of course; all great queens
are beautiful… she could not deny her heart…”

B.	Mertz,	Temples,	Tombs	and	Hieroglyphs	(New	York,	
1964),	148,	154.

Statue	of	Senenmut Holding	a	Sistrum,	reign	of	
Hatshepsut-Thutmosis III,	Dynasty	18.	Metropolitan	

Museum	of	Art,	New	York.	Acc.	No.	48.149.7



Gender-bender	|	Cross-dresser
EVOLUTION	OF	ROYAL	ICONOGRAPHY

Phase	1:	
Feminized	version	of	

predecessors

Phase	2:	
Androgynous

Phase	3:	
Masculine	phase	

(synthesis	of	Phases	1	&	2)	

Secondary source: D. Laboury, in: Galán / Bryan / Dorman (eds.) Creativity and Innovation In The
Reign of Hatshepsut (SAOC 69, Chicago, 2014), 49-91, esp. 79, 85. Available online.

M
M
A	
31

.3
.1
53

JE
	5
62

59
	A
	-
56

26
2

M
M
A	
29

.3
.2



Gender-bender	|	Cross-dresser

“We have no idea how she dressed in real life…there was a tension
between Hatshepsut’s biological sex and the male gender role of king.”

G.	Robins,	Women	in	Ancient	Egypt (London,	1993),	51.

“An interesting case of gender-crossing in the context of a clash
between biological body and what society requires to be in terms of
gender.”

L.D.	Morenz /	L.	Popko,	“The	second	intermediate	period	and	the	new	kingdom”	in:	A.	
B.	Lloyd	(ed.)	A	Companion	to	Ancient	Egypt (Oxford,	2010),		110-111.

“There is no confusion over Hatshepsut’s sexuality as there is over the
heretic King Akhenaten, and no suggestion that she was either a lesbian
or a transvestite.”

J.A.	Tyldesley,	Daughters	of	Isis:	Women	in	Ancient	Egypt	(London,	1995),	223.	





“We	are	all,	women	in	politics,	trying	to	crack	through	to	the	next	
stage	of	engagement	in	public	debate	where	we	are	no	longer	
viewed	as	an	oddity,	we	are	no	longer	assessed	on	what	we	are	
wearing,	how	we	are	wearing	our	hair	or	indeed	how	we	keep	
our	kitchen	but	we	are	assessed	on	what	it	is	that	we	say,	what	
should	be	done	for	the	good	of	the	nation.”

J.	Gillard,	“Doorstop	Interview,”	September	28,	2005.	
Johnson	(2015:	315)



Ancient	view	on	Hatshepsut	

“His son (Thutmose III) stood in his place as king of the Two lands…
while his sister, the god’s wife Hatshepsut, is carrying out the affairs
of the land. The Two Lands are under her plans, one works for her, as
Egypt bows the head.”

Biographical	inscription	of	Ineni
reigns	of	Amenhotep	I-Thutmosis III,	Thebes

Breasted,	Ancient	Egyptian	Records,	Vol.	2	§341.	





Deir el-Bahari  الدیر البحري

PORTER	AND	MOSS,	
TOPOGRAPHICAL	BIBLIOGRAPHY,	 II:2,	340-374.



Mortuary	Temple	of	Hatshepsut
NORTHERN	COLONNADE,	SECOND	TERRACE	

Divine	birth	narrative

Primary	sources:	É.	Naville,	The	Temple	of	Deir el	Bahari.	Parts	2	&	
3	(London,	1896-1898),	pls.	46-55.	Available	online.



Divine	birth	narrative
TIME	PERIODS

2.	
Hatshepsut	
as	a	
dependent	
infant

3.	
Hatshepsut	
as	an	
adolescent

4.	
Hatshepsut	
as	an	adult	
ready	to	act	
as	king

1.	
Hatshepsut’s	
conception	
and	birth



“When	he	(Amun-Re)	came	
before	her,	she	rejoiced	at	
the	sight	of	his		beauty,	his	
love	passed	into	her	limbs.”

Words	of	Queen	Ahmose:
“It	is	splendid	to	see	thy	
front…thy	dew	is	in	all	my	
limbs…

“After	this,	the	majesty	of	
this	god	(Amun-Re)	did	all	
that	he	desired	with	her.”

Breasted,	Ancient	Records	of	
Egypt,	II,	§196–197Naville, Deir el-Bahri, II, pl. 47. 

Divine	birth	narrative
SCENE	4:	THE	MEETING	BETWEEN	AMUN AND	QUEEN	AHMOSE

Amun-Re Queen	Ahmose



Mutemwia Amun-Re

“She	rejoiced	at	the	sight	
of	his	beauty	and	the	love	
of	him	coursed	through	
her	limbs.”

Words	of	Mutemwia:
“How	great	is	your	
power…	your	dew	
permeates	all	my	limbs.”

“Then	the	majesty	of	this	
god	did	all	that	he	desired	
with	her.”

O’Connor	&	Cline,	Amenhotep	
III,	4.

Divine	birth	narrative
AMENHOTEP	III,	DYNASTY	18,	TEMPLE	OF	AMUN,	LUXOR	



PAPYRUS	WESTCAR,	SECOND	INTERMEDIATE	PERIOD

Divine	birth	narrative

Berlin	Egyptian	Museum,	Inv.	No.	P	3022.

Secondary source: A.M. Roth, “Hatshepsut’s Mortuary Temple at Deir el-Bahri: Architecture as Political Statement”,
C.H. Roehrig (ed.), Hatshepsut. From Queen to Pharaoh (New York, 2005), 147–151.



Thoth	(?)														Re	(?)		 Anubis	(?)	

disk

Senwosret III

Secondary	sources:	
• A.	Oppenheim,	“The	Early	Life	of	Pharaoh:	Divine	Birth	and	Adolescence	Scenes	in	the	Causeway	of	Senwosret III	

at	Dashur”	in:	M.	Bárta /	F.	Coppens	/	J.	Krejčí (eds.)	Abusir and	Saqqara	in	the	Year	2010	(Prague,	2011),	I,	171-
188	(figs.	2,	6	above).

• A.	Ćwiek,	“Old	and	Middle	Kingdom	Tradition	in	the	Temple	of	Hatshepsut	at	Deir el-Bahari”,	Études et	Travaux
27	(2014),	62-93.

Divine	birth	|	Adolescence
SENWOSRET III,	DYNASTY	12,	CAUSEWAY,	DAHSHUR



Divine	birth	|	Adolescence

Oppenheim	in:	Abusir and	Saqqara	2010,	fig.	2.

Thoth	(?)														Re	(?)		 Anubis	(?)	

disk

Naville,	Deir el-Bahri,	II,	pls.	54-55.	

Thoth											Amun-Re																		Anubis	

disk

Senwosret III Hatshepsut



Erased 
figure of 

Hatshepsut

Thoth

Divine	birth	|	Adolescence

Naville,	Deir el-Bahri,	III,	pl.	56.	Oppenheim	in:	Abusir and	Saqqara	2010,	fig.	6.

Senwosret III Hatshepsut

Amun-Re



Motive…

Secondary	sources:
• P.F.	Dorman,	The	monuments	of	Senenmut.	Problems	in	historical	methodology	(London,	1988),	

18-65.
• C.	Hue-Arcé,	“Les	graffiti	érotiques de	la	tombe 504	de	Deir el-Bahari revisités”	Bulletin	de	

l’Institut Français d’Archéologie Orientale	113	(2013),	193–202.



The	divine	qualities	of	the	king
HATSHEPSUT	AND	HER	KA

Ka Hatshepsut

Naville,	Deir el-Bahri,	II,	pl.	48,	55.	

• The	divine	qualities	of	
the	king	is	manifested	in	
the	royal	ka

• Dual	nature	of	the	king:		

Divine	 >	Re	/	Amun-Re

Earthly	>	Mother



Legitimacy	through	divine	selection

Hatshepsut
• “Whom Amun himself caused to appear on the throne in Southern Heliopolis

(Thebes), and whom he chose in order to protect Egypt (and) in order to overawe
the nobles (patricians) and subjects.”

Thuthmosis IV
• “Whom Amun has chosen from amongst the people.”

Amenhotep III
• “Whom he (Amun) chose, distinguished from millions to lead the people for

eternity.”

Epithets
• “whom Re has chosen” | Throne names of Tuthmosis I, III and IV, Sety I and

Ramesses II.
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